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This Month
➢ March 11 - Fly Tying – Virtual 7 p.m.
➢ March 18 - Program - Virtual 7 p.m.
➢ March 25 - Fly Tying – Virtual 7 p.m.

March Program – David Perry 

David Perry guides for Southeastern Fly. Originally from Michigan, 
David moved to Tennessee two decades ago and has been fly fishing 
middle Tennessee ever since. His home waters include the Caney 
Fork and Elk River, both an easy drive from North Alabama. He 
specializes in fishing with nymphs, streamers, and terrestrials from a 
drift boat. He will be speaking about fishing the Elk River and what 
to expect fishing with him. Follow him on social media. Give David a 
call if you want to hone your skills on the Elk or Caney 
and learn from an expert!

TVFF member Greg Bayuga caught this 18-inch rainbow 
on an Elk River guided trip with David Perry late last 
year.  The fish was Catch-of-the-Month in the 
December 2020 issue of Club News. 

Updated Fishing Reports
Great Smoky Mountains National Park – Little River Outfitters (Daily)
White and Norfolk Rivers – Cotter Trout Lodge (Weekly)

https://southeasternfly.com/
http://littleriveroutfitters.com/pages/fishing/report.htm
http://www.cottertroutdock.com/arkansas_trout_fishing_reports.htm
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11 March 7 P.M. 
Brood X Cicada - Featured Tyer, Joe Tremblay

This version combines the best features from different patterns. The knotted legs
and eyes give this fly a realistic look that is missing in many online patterns. 

Although a bit more complicated than some of our earlier session, it’s easier than
it looks.  You will need; super glue, bodkin, bobbin threader, and head cement.
Materials:
Thread: Black 3/0 or 210 denier (Not included in kit)
Hook: Gamakatsu B10S size 4
Body: 6 mm by black foam cut with River Road Creations beaver tail cutters
Segments: Tied with orange 3/0 or 210 denier (Not included in kit)
Wing: Orange Crystal Flash 
Overwing: 2 mm black foam
Legs: Small orange rubber legs
Eyes: Orange mono eyes

Health Notice: By picking up a kit, you accept any and all health risks that may 
be associated with use of these kits. 

TVFF Fly Tying Group

TYING KIT PICK-UP LOCATIONS
Free tying kit available in Huntsville at the south door of Faith Presbyterian Church and in Madison at the Hwy 
72 in Madison Super Walmart parking lot (behind Panda Express)  from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. the Wednesday prior 
to the tying session. (Mail $2 donation to TVFF, P.O. Box 12841, Huntsville, AL 35815)

Fly tying sessions will be conducted online via Zoom 
video conferencing software until further notice.

Brood X
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25 March 7 P.M.
Mop Fly and Popper – Tyer Steve Kerkhof

The picture doesn’t show how much the fish have abused and chewed on 
this fly. That was what Joe noticed when he saw it hanging on my vest. 
Mop flies work and are easy to tie. Some think it is a “cheater” fly. You 
decide. We will also have time to tie a simple popper that Joe showed me 
a few months ago.

Mop fly materials:
Hook Size 10 or 8 heavy wire hook
Mop material from car wash mitt or similar
5/32 metal bead head
Dubbiing for collar (fish ate the collar on this 
one!)

Foam Popper Materials
Hook: Size 8 hook
Tail: Maribou
Hackle feather
2 mm foam, color optional, and CA glue
Small or medium rubber legs, large needle or bodkin , 
threader tool
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You can e-mail a photo(s) to editor@tvff.club. Include angler’s 
name, where caught, and on what tackle set-up and fly/popper. 

.

The Gadsden Parks and Recreation 
Department recently stocked Black Creek, near 
Noccalula Falls, in Gadsden with trophy-size trout of 
between 12 and 16 inches. Frank Roden of the 
Rainbow Fly Fishing Club told the Gadsden Times that 
about 1,000 fish were released. There’s a nominal fee 
to fish and it’s catch-and-release until after April 30; 
then the limit is five per day. This is the last stocking for 
the season. Roden operates the Rainbow City Auction 
and Fly Shop.

Catch of the Month 
Jim Burchette recently fished coastal North 
Carolina’s Trent River for striped bass. He managed 
a few nice ones including this “scrappy” 24-incher. 
He caught the fish on an 8-weight rod and an Allen 
Omega reel loaded with a Scientific Anglers Sonar 
Titan sinking-head fly line. The stripers were biting 
large EP menhaden streamer flies. He also landed 
the nice largemouth, one of three in February, on 
the Tennessee River below Nickajack Dam. The bass 
took a size 1 white and chartreuse Clouser.
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mailto:editor@tvff.club?subject=Catch%20of%20the%20Month
https://www.gadsdentimes.com/story/news/local/2021/02/11/black-creek-trout-stocking-draw-fly-fishing-tourist-gadsden/4457553001/
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TVFF member Jim Burchette writes: I recently learned of 
a substitute fly tying material for EP Fibers called Bonnie Braid 
macramé cord. Pepperell Braiding Co. at www.pepperell.com
makes Bonnie Braid. Fifty yards of 6-mm braid is $5.29. Use a 
straight- or bent-wire style dog brush to brush out the braids. 
Use scissors to cut lengths of braid. A plastic cutting board can 
be used as a brushing surface. Zip ties can secure brushed-out 
material. 

Cut in 18-inch lengths. Using a blunt tool, 
tease-out about 2 to 3 inches from one end 
of the cut section of rope. Six-mm rope will 
have 16 bundles. Grasp the braid below the 
area you separated and pull one bundle out 
of the braided rope, repeating for all 16 
bundles. Separate individual bundles in two 
groups of eight to make brushing easier. 

Align the tips of eight bundles and then make 
a couple of wraps of the bundles around 
your index finger. Place the bundles on the 
board and brush, starting at the ends, 
working towards your fingers. Once you have 
brushed out the weave, reverse the bundle 
and brush out the other end. Place a zip tie 
around the center of the brushed-out bundle 
and pull snug to secure the material.

Brushed-out Bonnie Braid is suitable for 
reverse-tie streamer techniques - shad 
patterns for stripers - gar rope flies, hi-
visibility posts, Tarpon Toad patterns, redfish, 
and crab patterns. Ice Wing fiber and/or 
Ripple Ice fibers can be blended in to add 
flash. Brushed-out Bonnie Braid is perfect for 
making DIY dubbing brushes.

March 2021

http://www.pepperell.com/


TVFF Club News 5Page -

2021 Donavan Lakes Club Trip is full. The trip 

includes accommodations at  the Donavan Inn and four 
days of fishing at one of the country’s best bass 
destinations. Those on the trip to Alabama’s Black Belt 
will be able to access Donavan’s eight private lakes that 
are stocked and managed for bass. The trip is scheduled 
Monday, May 24, to noon Friday, May 29. There is a 
stand-by list just in case. It will be good to hear a report. 
Thank you all applicants for signing up. And thank you 
Joe Tremblay for setting this up. 

Congratulations Scott Campbell. TVFF member Scott Campbell won the Cumberland Valley Fly 

Fishing trip auction. Jim Sauerheber, our January program speaker, donated a guided fly fishing trip to 
TVFF as a way to promote his business, Cumberland Valley Fly Fishing. Jim guides on the Cumberland
River in Kentucky. His guided trips include lunch, water, soft drinks, and fishing equipment. Proceeds of 
the auction will go to TVFF. Scott will schedule a date with Jim. Good luck Scott. Give us a report after 
your trip. 

What, me work? Local weather reports in the late 1800s were 

telegraphed to the U.S. Army Signal Corps. One ingenious observer 
“stationed in the Rocky Mountains, preferred fly fishing to his job.” 
To stay on the water longer, he wrote his weather reports in advance 
and told the telegraph operator to send them in order while he
fished. Needless to say, he and “other less-than-stellar-performers” 
lost their jobs. A Furious Sky, the Five-Hundred-Year History of 
America’s Hurricanes, by Eric Jay Dolin.

New E-Mail Address? If you get a new email address or want your TVFF 
email to go to a different address, email editor@tvff.org and we’ll fix you 
right up. If you’ve missed an email, check your spam folder.

Flyvines
Flyvines is a Montana company that “upcycles” used fly line into 
bracelets, lanyards, dog collars, sunglass straps and other useful items to 
give used fly line a second life. The picture shows used fly line collected by 
TVFF in 2019 that didn’t end up in a landfill. The pandemic kept us from 
doing that in 2020 but we’d like to participate again this year. If you 
respool your fly reels with new line then please coil it up and bring it to 
us. TVFF will pack it in a box and send it Flyvines. It is a small thing you can 
do to be kind to the environment and support our conservation efforts. 

March 2021
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Blue Line Flies Report: TVFF vice president Connor Baker interviewed Blue Line Co., our local North 
Alabama fly shop. Adam Hudson and Stephen Tygielski have been tying flies since childhood and tie some of 
the best flies on the market. Their unique creations are perfect for Alabama smallmouth and largemouth, or 
for nice, fat, trout. They even have some designs for gar.  Adam told me that they will be getting some 
supplies soon and should have new inventory by May, just in time for Alabama smallmouth season! Their 
website is www.bluelineflies.com. Here is some of their great YouTube action for smallmouth.

.

Zoom Meeting Instructions 
You will receive a Zoom meeting invitation in the TVFF reminder email that is sent on Sunday evening before a 
scheduled fly tying night or club meeting. There are three ways to join the meeting. You can copy/paste the link 
in the invitation into your browser, OR go to https://zoom.us and click “Join A Meeting” in the upper right of the 
screen, OR if you have installed the Zoom app then you can open the app and enter the meeting number and 
password from the invitation. If prompted, you should click yes to allow Zoom to use the camera and 
microphone on your computer, then we can see and hear you during the meeting. You may be placed in a Zoom 
“waiting room” when you first join. Be patient and you will be admitted to the meeting by a host or cohost. This 
is another layer of security for our online meetings.

FOR SALE: A right-hand fly tying station is still available. Get a 
gift for yourself and help the club too. The station is  about 
12” X 16” with a Cabela’s vise. Price: $90 - $70 for the station 
and $20 for the vise. Half the sale price will be donated to 
TVFF. If interesed, call Ted Crona at 256-574-4345, or email
Ted.

Chris Greene, chief of fisheries of the Alabama Wildlife 
& Freshwater Fisheries Division of the Alabama 
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, gave 
a great overview of the department during our February 
meeting. He provided information about the department 
and his division. He covered fisheries activities, research, 
and funding – noting that the department does not 
receive a General Fund appropriation, but relies on fees 
and grants. He answered numerous questions from 
members. Chris also showed the Department’s specialty 
license tag that includes artwork of an Alabama bass.  
Special tag purchases support the department. Thank 
you, Chris.
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http://www.bluelineflies.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E5pFMCBDi6c&feature=emb_title
mailto:tedcrona@yahoo.com
http://www.cabelas.com/assets/collections/flyfishing/fly-fishing-intro/index.html
http://www.flyfishsd.com/fly-tying-videos-by-category/
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Annual Dues Reminder from TVFF’s Membership Director 

The 15th annual Fly Fishing Film Tour is going virtual on 
March 10 through April 4 with a net full of amazing films. Tune in 
right from your living room for fishing action, giveaways, and 
unforgettable storytelling ranging from the remote wilds of Eastern 
Russia to Utah’s Flaming Gorge and beyond. Come into the fly shop, 
buy anything and you can use our special QR code to save $5 off a 
ticket for the online show. You will also get entered into the $10,000 
value raffle.

TVFF is now collecting annual membership dues for the coming year of TVFF/FFI. These membership dues 
are for your renewal through May 1, 2022. Remember, dues must be paid through TVFF to be considered a 
TVFF member and, automatically, an FFI member. Check your inbox for an email from TVFF Membership 
Director Debbie Hill with the amount of your dues based on your specific membership type. Contact Debbie 
Hill with questions. When you mail your check please include any update on your contact information so you 
can receive the latest TVFF and FFI information. Send your check made out to TVFF to: Tennessee Valley Fly 
Fishers, P.O. Box 12841, Huntsville, AL 35815.
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Casting for Recovery Fly Boxes 
On the right is one of the 14 fly boxes that TVFF donated to the 
Alabama Casting for Recovery retreat in 2019. Since CFR retreats 
were put on hold due to Covid this past year, there were no TVFF 
fly boxes donated. TVFF would like to renew this project this year.  
If interested, choose a fly and tie or purchase 14 of them. When 
you have your set or multiple sets of 14 flies ready for collection, 
bring them to any club activity  or contact Debbie Hill, a Casting 
for Recovery volunteer . TVFF will provide the boxes for your 
donated flies. This fall we will be filling the fly boxes that will  be 
donated to the Alabama Casting for Recovery retreat. Debbie is
keeping a list of flies that have been tied or purchased, but 
duplicates are never a bad idea. https://castingforrecovery.org/.    

Fill-A-Box (When we meet at church)

Faith Presbyterian Church sponsors this to assist seniors in our 
area who are identified as food-insecure. Please help TVFF 
support this worthwhile activity by bringing one item from the 
list to the next meeting:
1 box of low-sugar, high fiber CEREAL
1-2 boxes of instant OATMEAL; 1-2 boxes of BREAKFAST BARS
4-5 cans of TUNA, HAM, CHICKEN
6-8 cans of low-sugar FRUIT; 6-8 cans of SOUP
6-8 cans of low-salt VEGTABLES
3-5 boxes of LOW-PREP MEALS (Hamburge rHelper, Mac n’ 
Cheese)
2-3 bottles/jars of Condiments (mayo, ketchup, oil, etc.)
1 jar of PEANUT BUTTER; 1-2 packs of SNACKS/DESSERT

https://ozarkflyfisherjournal.wordpress.com/2021/02/17/f3t-online-tickets-on-sale-now/
mailto:debhill522@gmail.com
https://flyfilmtour.com/
https://castingforrecovery.org/
mailto:debhill522@gmail.com
https://castingforrecovery.org/
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Click on a Job listed below and send an 
email to volunteer or to obtain 

additional information.
This is your opportunity to support TVFF 

without signing up for a long term 
commitment.

Your help is needed and greatly 
appreciated.

TVFF Job Jar
YOU CAN HELP!

Manage the TVFF Job Jar - Update this page monthly and coordinate requests.

Provide flies for the TVFF Casting for Recovery (CfR) Fly Box – Tie or purchase 14 flies of the same pattern 
for the TVFF CfR Fly Box. Contact the TVFF program manager prior to selecting the pattern to avoid 
duplicates. Fly boxes will be donated annually. 

CfR provides free healing retreats for women breast cancer survivors in various stages of treatment and 
recovery. CfR’s retreats offer women opportunities to find inspiration, discover renewed energy for life, and 
experience healing connections with other women and nature. 

Club News Contributor - Provide the Communication Director content of interest geared toward our 
members such as activities, articles, trip reports, etc. 

Official TVFF Photographer(s) - Photograph TVFF events and email photos to the Communication Director. 

Safety Pin Flies - Tie some safety pin flies to be given to visitors at TVFF outreach activities. This simple to 
tie pattern is very popular with younger visitors. Demand is always great and outstrips our supply; we never 
have enough.

Manage TVFF Calendar - Update TVFF Google Calendar with events provided by BOD. 
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mailto:Tremblayjo46@hotmail.com
https://castingforrecovery.org/
mailto:debhill522@gmail.com
mailto:smtevek283@icloud.com
mailto:smtevek283@icloud.com
mailto:tremblayjo46@hotmail.com
mailto:Tremblayjo46@hotmail.com
mailto:lhice@plasticfusion.com
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Our Sponsors
“Click on ad for link“
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http://www.riversideflyshop.com/
http://www.goldenruleflyshop.com/
http://www.theflyfishing-store.com/
http://www.wapsifly.net/
mailto:rhondapage@cafes.net
http://www.2020eyecarehsv.com/
https://theozarkflyfisher.com/
mailto:lhice@plasticfusion.com
https://www.breezyhill-bait-tackle.com/
http://www.compass360gear.com/

